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JUNE II, 1776. 
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In "Continental Congrefs." 

^^ Resohed^ That the consideration of ^<t first resolution^ be postponed till the first Monday in July next, and, in the mean while, that no 
time lie lost, in case the Congress agree tJiereto^ a committee be appointed to prepare a declaration, to the effect of the first resolution, which is in 
these words, to wit: -*That these United Colonies are, and of right ought to be, free and independent States ; that they are absolved from all 
allegiance to the British Crown ; and that all political connection between them and the State of Great Britain is, and ought to be, totally 
dissolved.*" 

The above Resolution was unanimously adopted, and on the following day a committee 
of five — Thomas Jefferson, John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, Roger Sherman, and Robert R. 
Livingston — appointed, for its furtherance. The duty was assigned to Mr. Jefferson, and we 
herewith present a fac-simile of the original Declaration of Independence, as drawn up by 
his hand, and submitted by him to the cortimittee. It received th^ir cordial approval ; and, 
with a few verbal and non-essential alterations made by Dr. Franklin and Mr. Adams, was 
reported to Congress on the day designated. 



* Introduced by Richard Henry Lee, of Virginia, four days preykxis, and in his eloquent and patriotic advocacy for its adoption, as recorded 
by Botta, concluded as fpUows : — **Why then, ^, do we longer delay? Why still deliberate? Let this happy day give birth to an American 
republic ! Let her arise, not to devastate and conquer, but to re-establish the reign of peace and law. The eyes of Europe are fixed upon us ; 
she demands of us a living example of freedom that may exhibit a contrast, in the felicity of the citizen, to the ever-increasing tyranny which deso- 
lates her polluted shores. She invites us to prepare an asylum, where the unhappy may find solace, and the persecuted repose. She entreats us 
to cultivate a propitious soil, where that genuine plant, which first sprang and grew in England, but is now withered by the blasts of Scottish tyr- 
anny, may revive and flourish, sheltering under its salubrious and interminable shade all the unfortunate of the human race. If we are not this 
day wanting in our duty to our country, the names of the American legislators of '76 will be placed by posterity at the side of those of Theseus, 
of Lycurgus, of Romulus, of Numa, of the thiee Williams of Nassau, and of all those whose memory has been, and forever will be, -dear to virtu- 
ous men and good citizens " 

While speaking upon the Resolution, a special messenger arrived from Virginia, summoning Mr. Lee to a home of deep affliction. He left 
Philadelphia the following morning, and before the formation of the committee, which circumstance fiilly explains the reason for his not occupy 
ing the position assigned to Mr. Jefferson. 
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CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE 



OF THE 



Principal Events from 1776 to 1876- 






1776. 

July 4. — Declaration of Independence signed and promttljg;ated in 
Philadelphia by the representatives of thirteen States— viz., Massachu- 
setts having 5 ; Connecticut, 4 ; New Hami)shire, 3; Rhode Island, 2 ; 
New York, 4 ; New Jersey, 5 ; Pennsylvania, 9 ; Delaware, 3 ; Mary- 
land, 4 ; Virginia, 7 ; North Carolina, 3 ; South Carolina, 4 ; and Geor- 
gia, 3 representatives. Total number of signers, 56. 

"nie country contained 815,615 square miles. 

August 22. — British troops landed on Long Island. 

August 27. — Battle of Long Island. 

August 28. — Washington, with his army, retreated from Long Island. 

September 15. — General Washington evacuated New York. 

September 15. — The British took possession of New York city. 

October 28.— Battle of White Plains, N. Y. 

November 16. — Fort Washington, on Manhattan Island, surrendered 
to the British. 

November 18. — Fort Lee, on the Hudson River, evacuated by the 
Americans. 

December 5. — An additional $5,000,000 of Continental paper money, 
or '*shinplasters,'* as they were called, was issued, makmg a total of 
$20,000,000. 

December 8. — Washington crossed the Delaware River. 

December 25. — Washington recrossed the Delaware. 

December 26. — General Washington surprised the British army at 
Trenton, N. J. 

1777. 

yanuary 2. — Battle of Princeton, N. J. 

John Morton, of Pennsylvania, one of the signers of the Declara- 
tion of Independence, died, aged fifty three. 

^/r/725.— Marquis Gilbert Mottier Lafayette arrived at Charleston, 
S. C, from France. 

May 27.— Button Gwinnet, of Georgia, one of the signers of the 
Declaration of Independence, having been mortally woundra in a duel, 
died, aged forty -five. 

june 14. — Adoption of the American flag by Congress. 

July 5.— The British General Burgovne mvested Ticonderoga. 

August 6. —Battle of Oriskany, N. Y. 

August 16.— Battle of Benningfton. 

September 11.— Battle of Stillwater, N. Y. 

September 11. — Battle of Brandywine. 

September 27. — Philadelphia occupied by the British. 

October 4. — Battle of Germantown, Pa. 

October 7. -Battle of Saratoga, N. Y. 

October 15.— Kingston, N. Y., burned by the British. 

October 17.— General Burgoyne surrendered at Saratoga. 

December 15. — ^The American army retired into winter quarters at 
Valley Forge, Pa. 

1778 

During this year the American army encountered great distress, owing 
to the abKnce of all the necessaries that contribute to comfort. 

yanuary 9. —Battle of Sunburv, Ga. 

February 6. — France acknowledged American independence and a 
treaty was ratified. 

June 18. — British army evacuated Philadelphia. 

yune 28.— Battle of Monmouth, N. J. 

yuly 3. — Wyoming massacre. 



-Articles of confederation adopted unanimously. 
Jy II. — The French Admiral d'Estamg arrived at Newport, Va. 
August 29.— Battle of Rhode Island. 
September 14. — Benjamin Franklin appointed first Minister to France. 
November 12.— Massacre at Cherry Valley, N. Y. 
December 29. — Savannah, Ga., captured by the British. 

1779. 

May, — ^The British burned Norfolk, Portsmouth, Suffolk, and Gosport 
in'N^rginia. 

yune I.— Battle of Verplanck's Point. 

yuiy. —Thit British destroyed New Haven, Fairfield, Norwalk, and 
Greenwich, in Connecticut. 

yufy 15.— General Wayne captured Stony Point. 



August 13. — Battle of Penobscot, Me. 

August 29. — Battle of Chemung. 

October 3.— The Americans attempted to retake Savannah, bat were 
unsuccessful. 

October II.— Joseph Pulaski died, having been wounded in the at- 
tack on Savannah. 

October 26.— British withdrew from Rhode Island. 

1780. 

John Hart, of New Jersey, one of the signers of the Declaration of 
Independence, died. 

May II.— Charleston, S. C, surrendered to the British. 

7««<f 23.— Battle of Springfield, N J. 

August 16. —Battle ofCamden. 

August 19.— Baron de Kalb, an American brigadier-general in the 
war of the Revolution, died of wounds received at the battle of Camden, 
aged 48. 

September 4. — ^Benedict Arnold's treason discovered. 

September 28. — Major Andre was captured by three militiamen named 
John Paulding, David Williams, and Isaac Van Wart. 

October 2. — Major John Andre, an adjutant-general in the British 
army, was hanged as a spy at Tappan, on the Hudson River, N. Y. 

October 7. — Battle of^ King's Mountam, S. C. 

1781. 

yanuary i.— The militia of New Jersey and Pennsylvania revolt. 

yanuary 17. — Battle of Cowpens, S. C. 

February 22.— George Taylor, of Pennsylvania, one of the signers 
of the Declaration, died, aged 65. 

New London burned ; Fort Griswold, on the opposite side ol Thames 
River, taken, and a number of people massacred by British soldiers under 
command of the traitor, Benedict Arnold. New London was Arnold's 
native county. 

Lyman Hall, of Georgia, one of the signers of the Declaratk>n of 
Independence, died, aged 60 

June 5. — ^Augusta, Ga., capitulated to the Americans. 

August 28.— General Comwallis, commander of the British army, en- 
tered Yorktown, Va 

September 8. -Battle at Eutaw Springs, S C. 

October 6. — The American forces invest Yorktown. 

October 19. — Surrender of Lord Comwallis, with his whole army, at 
Yorktown. 

1782. 

February 5. — American independence acknowledged by Sweden. 

February 25. — American independence acknowledged by Denmark. 

March 24. —American independence acknowledged by Spain. 

^^r/VS.— The United States vessel Hyder Ally, carrying only sucteen 
guns, captured by the British ship General Monk, with twenty -nine guns. 

April 19. — American independence acknowledged by Holland. 

May 3. — Georjge Washington Indignantly refused to be made kin^. 

May 13. — Society of Cincinnati formed by officers of the Amencan 
army. 

July, — American independence acknowledged by Russia. 

October 8.— Treaty formed with Holland. 

1783 

January 20.— Preliminary articles of peace signed by British and 
American Commissioners, at Versailles, France. 

March 15.— The American army disbanded at Newbuig, N. Y. 

September 3.— John Jay, Jolm Adams, and Benjamin Franklin nego- 
tiated a final treaty of peace with England, at Paris. 

November 25. — New York city evacuated by the British. 

December 4.— General Washington separated from the army. 

December 23.— George Washington resigned his commission asM»or. 
General of the United Stales into the hands of Congress, at Annapolis, Md. 

During the war the English employed to aid them In the subjection 
of the country over 12,000 Indians, whose mode of warfare was to take 
scalps, not prisoners, and to massacre women and chUdren. As an evi- 
dence of this fact Captain Gerrish, of the New England militia, captured 
on the frontier of Canada eight packages of scalps, properly cured and 
dried, which were to be sent to England as a present from the Seneca 
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Indians to Geor^ m. The packages contained 43 scalps of soldiers, 
297 of fanners, & of women, 190 of bovs, 211 of girls, 22 of in£uits, and 
122 assorted, making a total of 973 scalps. 

1785 

Tidfu 2.— John Adams, the first Ambassador from the United States 
to the Coart of St. James, had an audience with the King of Great Britain. 

1786. 

J^um 19.— Nathaniel Greene, a major-general in the army of the 
Revolution, died, aged 44. 

1787. 

yamtofy i.— The first cotton mill in the United Sutes was built at 
Beverly, B'uss. 

May 21J. — The convention to form the constitution of the United States 
met at Philadelphia. 

Scpiember 17.— The constitutk>n of the United States was adopted 
unanimously, and preiented to the States for ratification. 

December 7. — Uelawaie was the first State that accepted the consti- 
tation. 

December 12.7-Pennsvlvania suxepted the constitution. 

December 18. — New Jersey accepted the constitution. 

1788. 

January 2. — Georgia accepted the constitution. 
Jamtary 9. — Connecticut accepted the constitution. 
February 6. — Massachusetts accepted the constitution. 
April 28. — Maryland accepted the constitution. 
May 23. — South Carolina accepted the constitution. 
yune 21. — New Hampshire accepted the constitution. 
y^ne 26. — Virginia accepted the constitution. 
JtUy 26.— New York accepted the constitution. 

1789. 

Afril 6. — Meeting of the first United States Congress, under the con- 
stitution, at New York. 

April 30. — George Washington, of Virginia, was inaugurated the first 
President of the United States. 

November 21. — North Carolina accepted the constitution. 

1790. 

First census of the United States — population, 3,929,827. 

April 17. — Benjamin Franklin, ot Pennsylvania, one of the signers 
of the Declaration of Independence, died, aged 84. 

May 29. — Rhode Island was the last State to accept the constitution. 

May 29. — Israel Putnam, a general in the Revolutionary army, died, 
aged 72. 

1791. 

First woollen mill built in the United States. 
March 4. — ^Vermont admitted into the Union. 

June 13. — Francis Hopkinson, of New Jersey, one of the signers of 
the Declaration of Independence, died, aged 53. 

1792. 

John Paul Tones, bom in Scotland, a commander in the United States 
Navy during the war of the Revolution, died, aged 4s years. 
April 2. — United States Mint established at Philadelphia. 
June I. — Kentucky admitted into the Union. 
August and September, — ^Whiskey insurrection in Pennsylvania. 

1798. 

January 31. — Lehigh, Pa., coal mines discovered. 

April 22. — President Washington's proclamation of neutrality between 
France and England. 

September 18. — The comer-stone of the Capitol at Washington was 
laid. 

October 8.— JOHN HANCOCK, of Ma.ssachusetts, President of the Con- 
vention that adopted the Declaration, died, aged 55. 

1794. 

Cotton gin patented by Eli Whitney. 

Junt, — Abraham Clark, of New York, one of the signers of the 
Declaration of Independence, died, a^;ed 68. 

August 20. — General Wayne defeated a large body of Indians near 
the rapids of the Miami of the lakes. 

1795. 

?'a$mary I. — ^Alexander Hamilton resigned the office of Secretary of 
reasury. 
May 18.— JosiAH Bartlett, of New Hampshire, one of the signers 
of the Declaration of Independence, died, aged 06. 
October 27. — Treaty with Spain signed. 

1796. 

June I. — Tennessee admitted into the Union. 

September 17. — President Washington issued his fiuewell address. 

1797 

March 4.— John Adams, of Massachusetts, was inaugurated the sec- 
ond Presklent of the United States. 
June 6.— Patnck Henry died. 



December i. — Olivbr Wolcott, of Connecticut, one of the signers 
of the DedanOioo of Independence, died, aged 72. 

1798. 

War apprehended with France, and General Washington resumed 
command of the army. 

Ju$ie 12.— Philip Livingston, of New York, one of the signers of 
the Declaration of Independence, died, aged 62. 

August 28. — ^James Wilson, of Pennsylvania, one of the signers of 
the Declaration of Independence, died, aged 56. 

1799. 

December, — Anthony ^known as Mad Anthony) Wayne, a major-gen- 
eral in the army of the Revolution, died, aged 51. 

December 14. — General George Washington (the Father of his Coun. 
try), ex-President of the United States, died at Mount Vernon, aged 67. 

1800. 

Second census of the United States; population, 5»305,940. 
August. The government of the United States was established at 
Washington, D. C. 

September 30. — Treaty with the French Directory. 

1801. 

Mtrch, — Congress declared war against Tripoli. 
March 4. Thomas Jefferson, of Virginia, was inaugurated third 
President of the United States. 

1802. 

March 16. — Military Academy founded at West Point, on the Hudson 
River. 

April 30. — Ohio admitted into the Union. 

1803. 

April 30. — The Territory of Louisiana, containing 930,928 square 
miles, ceded by France to the United States. 

October 2. — Samuel Adams, of Massachusetts, one of the signers of 
the Declaration of Independence, died, aged 81. 

1804. 

June 3. — Philip Schuyler, a major-general in the Revolutionary 
army, dieJ, aged 73. 

July II. — Alexander Hamilton, the companion of Washington, at 
the age of 47 years, was killed in a duel with Aaron Burr. 

1805. 

Peace re-established between the United States and Tripoli. 

1806. 

Impressment of American seamen l)egun by Great Britain. 

^/ri7 6.— Horatio Gates, a general in the army of the Revolution, 
died m New York city. 

May 3. — Robert Morris, of Pennsylvania, one of the signers of the 
Declaration of Independence, died, aged 73. 

October 25. — Henr^ Knox, a major-general in the Revolutionary 
army, and Secretary ofWar under President Washington, died, aged 50. 

1807. 

February, — Aaron Burr arrested for treason. 

February 10. — President Jetterson, in a message to Congress, recom- 
mends the construction of gunboats. 

August 3. —Aaron Burr tried for treason and acquitted. 

August 18. — Robert Fulton took his first steamboat from New York 
to Albany. 

November 26. — It having been ascertained that four British seamen 
were harbored on board the American frigate Chesapeake, and their sur- 
render refused, the British man-of-war Leopard poured a broadade into 
the Cb^eipeake which killed twenty men. 

1808. 

January i. — The importation of slaves into the United States pro- 
hibited. 

December 22. — Congress laid an embargo on American vessels. 

1809. 

March a. — ^James Madison, of Virginia, was inaugurated the fourth 
President of the United States. 

March, — The embargo upon American vessels was Raised, and Con- 
gress passed a non-intercourse act. 

1810. 

Third census of the United States. Population, 7,239,814. 
May 9.— General Benjamin Lincoln died. 

1811 

June 19. — Samuel Chase, of Marvland, one of the signers of the 
Declaration of Independence, died, aged 70. 
November 7. — Battle of Tippecanoe. 

1812. 

Afril, — ^Another embargo laid upon American vessels. 
April 10. — Louisiana admitted into the Union. 
April 20. — George Clinton, Vice President of the United States, died 
in Washingtoo. 



yum i8. — ^War declared against Great Britain. 

August i6. — General William Hull surrendered his army and the 
Territory of MichLg^ to the British. 

August 19.— The United States frigate Constitution captured the 
British frigate Guerriere. 

October 13. — Battle of Queenstown. 

October 18.— The United States sloop of war Wasp captured the 
British sloop of war Frolic; but two hours afterward both vessels were 
taken by the British man-of-war Poictiers. 

October z^.—TYic United States frigate United States captured the 
British frigate Macedonian. 

December 22.— The British frigate Southampton captured the Amer- 
ican brig Vixen, and both vessels were totally wrecked five days after- 
ward. 

December 2Q.— The United States frigate Constitution captured the 
British frigate Java. 

1813. 

Jcmuary 17.— The British frigate Narcissus captured the United 
States schooner Viper. 

February 5.— Chesapeake Bay blockaded. 

February 22. — Ogdensbure, N. V., taken by the British. 

February 24. — The United States ship Hornet captures the British 
brig Peacock. 

Aprit 27. — York, Upper Canada, taken by the Americans. 

May 3. — Havre de Grace, Md., burned by the British blockading 
squadron. 

May 27. — Fort George and Fort Erie surrendered to the Americans. 

May 29. — Sackett*s Harbor attacked by the British, who were re- 
pulsed. 

June I. — ^Naval battle off Boston Harbor between the United States 
frigate Chesapeake, under command of Captain James Lawrence, and 
the British frigate Shannon, in which the Chesapeake was captured. 
Captain Lawrence was mortally wounded. During the engagement, 
after being wounded, he raised himself from the deck of the vessel and 
shouted, ** Comrades, don't give up the ship !*' 

June 6. —The town of Sodus, on Lake Ontario, burned by the British. 

July 4.— -Fort Schlosser taken by the British. 

July II.— The British destroyed the barracks and block-houses at 
Black Rock. 

August 2. — The British defeated in their attack on Fort Stevenson. 

August 2. — Congress levied a direct tax upon the States for $3,000,000. 

August 10.— The United States schooners Julia and Growler were 
captured by the British on Lake Ontario. 

August 10.— The British attacked St. MichaePs, Md., and were de 
feated. 

August 14. — The British sloop of war Pelican captured the United 
States brig Argus. 

August 14. -The British took possession of Queenstown, Md. 

September 5.— The United States brig Enterprise captured the British 
brig Boxer : 

September 10.— Battle of Lake Erie. Captain Perry, who commanded 
the victorious American squadron, in announcing the r^nlt of the action, 
said, "We have met the enemy — and they are ours." 

September 23. —The United States frigate President captured the Brit- 
ish schooner Highflyer. 

September 28. —Detroit evacuated bv the British. 

October 2.— Part of the British squadron on Lake Ontario captured. 

October 5.— The Americans defeated the British at Moravian Town, 
Upper Canada. 

October 5.— Battle of the Thames, in Canada, in which the Indian 
chief Tecumseh was killed. 

October 1 1 . — Battle of Williamsbure. 

November 9.— General Jackson defeated the Creek Indians at Talla- 
dega. 

December 2.— The public stores at Cumberland Head, on Lake 
Champlain, were burned by the British. 

December to.— The New York militia abandoned Fort George. 

December 17. — A general embargo lakl by act of Congress. 

December 29.— The British and uidians surprised Fort Niagara, killed 
250 Americans, composing the garrison, and massacred a number of 
women and children in the neighborhood. 

December 29. —The British Dumed the villages of Lewiston, Youngs- 
town, Manchester, and Tuscarora m New York. 

December 30.— The British burned Black Rock and Bufialo. 

1814. 

February 25.— Peace Commisskmers Qa^ and Russell sail from .New 
York for Gotteuburg, in the United States frigate John Adams. 

March 28,— General William Hull, who surrendered his army to the 
British at Detroit, on the i6th of August, 181 2, was found guilty by a 
court-martial and sentenced to be shot. 

April 21.— The United States sloop of-war Frolic was captured by 
the British fngate Orpheus and schooner Shelboume. 

April 25. — The President remits the sentence of death upon General 
HuU. ^ 

April 2J. — The blockade of the whole American coast was pro- 
claimed by the British Admiral Cochrane. 

Afril 29.— The United States sloop-of-war Peacock captured the 
Britisn sloop-of-war L'Epervier. 

May 6. ~Fort Oswego was captured by the British. 




June 28.— The United States sloop-of-war Wasp captured the British 
sloop-of war Reindeer. 

3. — Fort Erie surrendered. 
5.— Battle of Chippewa. 
tly 24. —Battle of Lundy Lane, Canada. 
V 25. — Battle of Niagara, or Bridgewater. 

Jy y>. — Lord Gambier, Henry Goulboum, and William Adams 
were appk)inted by the British government Commissioners to treat upon 
propositions of peace with the United States. 

August 24. — The Capitol building at Washington was burned by the 
British. 

September I. — The British sloop-of-war Avon was sunk by the United 
States sloop-of-war Wasp. 

September 11. — Battle on Lake Champlain. 
September ii.— Battle of Plattsburg, N. Y. 
September 12. — Battle of Baltimore, Md. 
November 7. — The British were driven fipom Pensacola, Fla. 
December 24.— Treaty of peace between the United States and Great 
Britain concluded at Ghent, in East Flandera. The treaty was signed on 
the part of the Americans by John Quincy Adams, Albert Gallatin, James 
A. Bayard, Henry Clay, and Jonathan Russell. 

December 27.— The treaty of peace was ratified by Great Britain. 

1815. 

?'smuary 8. — ^Battle of New Orleans. 
anuary 9.— -Congress imposed another direct tax upon the States for 
$6,000,000. 

Jcu^iory 15. — The United States frigate Preskient was captured by the 
British ship Majestic, razee Endymion, and frigates Tenedos and Pomona. 

? 'anuary 20. — President Msidison vetoed the United States Bank bill. 
'anuary 26. — The American privateer Chasseur captured the British 
schooner St. Lawrence. 

February 11. — The British sloop-of-war Favourite, Captain Maude 
commanding, arrived at New York with the ratified treaty of peace. 

February 17.— -The treaty of Ghent was ratified by the United States 
government. 

February 20. — The British sloops-of-war Cyane and Levant were cap- 
tured by the United States frigate Constitution. 

March 13. — War declared against Algiers for depredations committed 
on American commerce. 

Afril 6. — Massacre of Dartmoor prison. 

1816. 

March 5. — Congress imposed a third direct tax upon the States for 
$3,000,000. 

April. — The United States Bank chartered by Congress for twenty 
years, with a capital of $35,000,000. 

April 19. — udiana admitted into the Union. 

1817. 

January i.—United States Bank founded. 

March 4.— James Monroe, of Virginia, was inaugurated the fifth 
President of the United States. 

October 16. — ^Thaddcus Kosciusko died, aged 71 years. 
December 10. — Mississippi admitted into the Union. 

1818. 

During the year the Seminole War was commenced in Florida, inter- 
nal revenue duties abolished, revolutionary pensions granted. 
December 3. — ^Illinois admitted into the Union. 

1819. 

February 23. — Florida ceded to the United States by Spain. 
Mctrch 2. — Alabama admitted into the Union. 

1820. 

Fourth census of the United States. Population, 9,638, 190. National 
debt, $89,987,427. 

March 6. — Missouri admitted into the Union, with the proviso that 
slavery should be mhibited north of 30 deg. 30 mm. north latitude. This 
was termed the Missouri Compromise. 

March 15. — Maine admitted into the Union. 

March.22, — Stephen Decatur, an American naval officer, was killed 
in a duel with Commodore Barron. 

1821. 

August 4. — William Floyd, of New York, one of the signers of the 
Declaration of Independence, died, aged 87. 

1822. 

May 4. — President Monroe vetoed the Cumberland Road bill. 

1824. 

August 15. — General La£&yette arrived at New York from France, 
in response to an invitation from the people of the United States. 

December, — The House of Representatives elected John Quincy 
Adams President. 

1825. 

The Erie Canal, in the State of New York, was completed. 
March 4.— John Quincy Adams, of Massachusetts, was inaugurated 
the sixth Presi&it of the United States. 
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Jtme 17.— The aimivenary of the battle, the corner-stone of the 
Blinker Hill Monument was laid. 

September J. —General Lafayette embarked for France in the United 
States frigate Brandywine. 

1826. 

Jufy 4.— John Adams, ag;ed 91, of Massachusetts, and Thomas 
JXPFSRSON, aged 83, of Virginia, both died on the fiftieth anniversary 
of the independence of their native country. 

September 13. — William Morgan, who had published a pamphlet di- 
Yulging the secrets of Masonry, was abducted from Canandaigua, N. Y., 
and was never afterward satisfactorily heard of. It was thought that he 
was drowned in Lake Ontario. This circumstance created a great ex- 
citement for a number of years afterward, and not only put a check upon 
the progress of Masonry, but was the means of creating a pretty power- 
f^ anti-Masonic political party. 

1827. 

Heavy forces were sent against the Winnebago Indians, who had be- 
come troublesome They were overawed and gave up a number of mur- 
derers in their tribe. 

November 14.— Thomas Addis Emmet died, aged 63. 

1828. 

February ii.— De Witt Clinton, who projected the Erie Canal, and 
was four times chosen Governor of the State of New York, died, aged 59. 

1820. 

January 19. — Colonel Richard Taylor, a soldier of the war of the 
Revolution, and father of President Zacnary Taylor, died, aged 85. 

March 4. — Andrew Jackson, of Tennessee, was inaugurated the 
seventh President of the United States. 

May 27.— John Jay, of New York, Chief-Justice of the United States 
Supreme Court, died, aged 84. 

1830. 

Fifth census of the United States. Population, 12,866,020. 

January t. — Daniel Webster made nis great speech in the United 
States Senate in answer to Mr. Hayne, of South Carolma. 

May 27. —President Jackson vetoes the Maysviile Road bill. 

October 5. — The President issues a proclamation declaring the ports 
of the United States open to British vessels from the West Indies. 

1831. 

April 19. — Dissolution of President Jackson's Cabinet and a new 
Cabinet formed. 

July 4. — ^James Monroe, ex-President of the United States, died on 
the sixtieth anniversary of American hidependcnce, aged 72. 

1832. 

January i.— The national debt of the United States had become re- 
duced to $24,332,234. 

July 10. —President Jackson vetoes the bill rechartering the United 
States Bank. 

The Indian chief Black Hawk was captured. 

Novernber. —Nullification convention held in South Carolina. 

December 11.— President Jackson issued his proclamation in relation 
to nullification m South Carolina. 

1883. 

January 16. — President Jackson sent a message to Congress depre- 
cating the action of the State of South Carolina m declaring a detenmna- 
tion to nullify certain laws of the United States. 

December 26.— The United States Senate passed a resolution de- 
clarihg that the Executive had assumed authonty and power not con- 
ferred i>y the constitution and laws, but m derogation of both. 

1834. 

February 18.— William Wirt, the anti-Masonic candidate for Presi- 
dent in 1824, died in Washington. 

April 15. — President Jackson sent a message to the Senate protesting 
against the resolutions condemning his official acts. 

1885. 

December 16. — Large fire in New York. 

December 23. — Maior Dade and his command, consisting of 117 men, 
were all but one cruelly massacred by the Seminole Indians in Florida. 

1886. 

January 15. — President Jackson transmitted to Congress his French 
indemnification message. 

March, — Texas d^ared its independence and separation from Mexico. 

March 3.— The United States Bank ceased to exist, President Jaclucm 
having vetoed the bill for its recharter. 

April 21. — Battle of San Jacinto, in Texas. 

June I J. — Arkansas admitted into the Union. 

June 28. — ^James Madison, ex-President of the United States, died, 
aged 85. 

1837. 

Jcmuary 26 — Michigan admitted into the Union. 
March 4. — Martin Van Buren, of New York, was inaugurated eighth 
President of the United States. 

1888. 

April 17. — Destructive fire in Charleston, S. C 



1840. 

Sixth census of the United States. Population, 17,068,666. 

1841. 

March 4. —William Henry Harrison, of Ohio, was inaugurated ninth 
President of the United States. 

^^// 4. —President Harrison, having been in office just one month, 
died in the White House in Washington, aged 68. 

April ^, — ^John Tyler, Vice President, of Virginia, became the tenth 
President of the United States, m consequence of the death of William 
Henry Harrison. 

1842. 

The Croton Aqueduct, which conveys water from Crc»ton River, in 
Westchester County, to the city of New York, a distance of forty miles, 
was completed. 

April I — The Ashburton treaty was signed. This .settled the vexed 
Northwestern tx>undary question. 

1844. 

The first telegraph messages were sent lietween Washington and 
Baltimore. 

March I.— Explosion of the large gun on board the man-of-war 
steamer Princeton, at Alexandria, Va. 

1845. 

March 3.— Iowa admitted into the Union. 

March 4. —James Knox Polk, of Tennessee, was inaugurated eleventh 
President of the United Stales 

June ^ — War declared by the United Slates against Mexico. 

June 8. — Andrew Jackson, exPresident of the United Stales, died at 
the Hermitage, Tennessee, aged 78. 

July lo. — Great fire in >few York. 

Dtcember 29 —Texas admitted mto the Union. 

1846. 

May 8. — Battle of Palo Alto, in Mexico 

May 9. — Battle of Resaca de la Palma, in Mexico. 

July 12.— Second battle of Palo Alto. 

August 6. —Wisconsin admitted into the Union. 

September 21. — Capture of Monterey, Mexico. 

1847. 

Ten thousand Mormons from Illinois, under the leadership of Brigham 
Young, entered Deseret, now called Utah, and founded Salt Lake City. 

March 9. —Landing of the United States troops at Vera Cruz. 

March 29 —Surrender of Vera Cruz, Mexico. 

April 18. - Battle of Cerro Gordo, Mexico 

August 19. - Battle of San Antonio, Mexico. 

August 20 ~ Battle of Cherubusco, Mexico. 

September 8 —Battle of Molino del Key, Mexico. 

September 13. —Battle of Chapultepec, Mexico. 

September 14 —Attack on the City of Mexico, which was taken by the 
United States soldiers. 

1848 

February,— TrtAiy of peace with Mexico, by which California and 
New Mexico, with 649,762 square miles, were added lo the United Stales. 

February 23.— John Quincy Adams, ex-President of the United .Slates, 
died in Washington, aged 81. 

July 4 —The comer-stone of the Washington Monument was laid in 
the national capital. 

September 9. — Large fire in Albany, N. Y. 

1849. 

March 3. — Florida admitted into the Union. 

March 4. — Zachary Taylor, of Louisiana, was inaugurated the twelfth 
President of the United States. 

May 15.— Great fire in St. Louis. 

Juru 15.— James Knox Polk, ex-President of the United States, died, 
aged 54. 

1850. 

Seventh census of the United States. Population, 23, 191,074. 

March 31.— John C. Calhoun died in Washington, aged 68. 

July 9 —Zachary Taylor, President of the United States, died in the 
White House at Washington, aged 60 years. 

July I a —Millard Fillmore, of New York, Vice-President, liecame 
the thirteenth President of the United States in consequence of the death 
of Zachary Taylor. 

1851. 

May 3. — Great fire in San Francisco. 

July 4. — The comer-stone of the Capitol extension at Washington 
was laid. 

December 5. — Louis Kossuth, the Hungarian patriot, visited the United 
States. 

December 21. — The Congressional library in Washington was de- 
stroyed by fire. 

1852. 

June 29.— Heuiy Qay died in Washington, aged 75. 

1853. 

March 4.— Franklin Pierce, of New Hampshire, was inaugurated the 
fourteenth President of the United States. 
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1864. 

The Gadsden purchase from Mexico added 27,500 square miles to the 
area of the United States. 

August 25. —Large fires in Damariscotta, Me , Troy, N. Y., and Mil- 
waukee, Wis 

1857. 

March 4. — ^James Buchanan, of Pennsylvania, was inaugurated the 
fifteenth President of the United States. 

October 13. — Great commercial panic There were 5,123 failures of 
business houses. 

1868. 

May 4. — Minnesota was admitted into the Union, 
August 6.— Fust Atlantic cable laid between Ireland and Newfound- 
land. 

1859. 

February 13.— Oregon admitted mto the Union. 
October 17. — John Brown's raid at Harper's Ferry. 
November 28. — Washington Irving diea. 

I860. 

Eighthcensusof the United States. Population, 31,443,333. 
National debt, $64,769,703. 

1861. 

January 29. — Kansas admitted into the Union. 

March 4. — Abraham Lincoln, of Illinois, was inaugurated the six- 
teenth President of the United States 

April 12. — Attack on Fort Sumter. 

A&rii 19. — Massachusetts Sixth regiment mobbed in Baltimore. 

./iiri/ 20. —Harper's Ferry burned. The war of the rebellion was 
now fully opened. 

Juiy 21.— First regular battle of the rebellion, at Bull Run, Va. 

TW/JK.— General George B. McClellan commenced to organize and 
disapline the Grand Army of the Potomac. 

1862 

January 17.— John Tyler, ex-President of the United States, died, 
aged 72. 

February 6. — Surrender of Fort Henry, Tcnn. 

February 16. — Fort Donelson, Tenn., surrendered. 

>IM/q.— Battle of ShUoh. 

o. — Memphis surrendered. 

26. — Commencement of the seven days' battles around Rich- 
mond. 

July I.— The Union Pacific Railroad bill signed by President Lin- 
coln. 

August 23. - The massacre at the city of Lawrence, Kan. 

September 14. —Battles of South Mountain, Md. 

September 15. — Harper's Ferry, with 11,000 men, surrendered to the 
rebels. 

September 16 — Battle of Antietam, Md. 

September 22. — President Lincoln issued his Emancipation Proclama- 
tion. 

October 24. Battle above the clouds, on Lookout Mountain, Tenn. 

November 7. —General George B. McClellan removed from the com- 
mand of the Army of the Potomac 

December 13. —Battle of Fredericksburg, Va. 

December 27. Martin Van Buren, ex-President of the United States, 
died, aged 80. 

December 31. West Virginia made a State. 

1868. 

May 3. — Battle of Chancellorsville. 
May 27. — Assault on Port Hudson. 

27. — John Morgan starts on his raid through Ohia 

iiy I. — Battle of Gettysburg, Pa. — three days. 

tfy ^ — Vicksburg surrendered. 
July 13. — New York riots commenced. 
September 19. — Battle of Chickamauga. 

1864 

March 10. — ^The disastrous Red River expedition started under Gen- 
eral Banks 

Aprii 12. Fort Pillow, Tenn., massacre. 

May 5. —Battle of the Wilderness. 

May 9. Battle of Spottsylvania. 
3. Battle of Cold Harbor. 

17. Commencement of the attack on Petersburg Va. 
19. -The rebel man-of-war Alabama, comman£d by Raphael 
Semmes, which was built in England and manned mostly by Englishmen, 
was sunk off Cherbourg, France, by the United States man-of-war Kear- 
sarge, under command of Captain winslow. 

August 7. —The forts in Mobile bay attacked by the fleet under Ad- 
miral Farragut 

October 19. Battle of Cedar Creek, in the Shenandoah Valley, which 
General Shendan changed from defeat to victory by his £uiibiis ride from 
Winchoter. 





November 16. — General Sherman's army commenced its '* march to 
the sea " through Georgia. 

December 15. — Battle of Nashville. 

1865. 

February 37.Mjeneral Sheridan left Wmchester with lo^ooo cavahry 
on his gallant raid around Richmond. 

Aprii 2. Richmond evacuated by the rebels. 

April i^ -General Robert £. Lee surrendered the rebel army in the 
private dwelling of one of the inhabitants at Appomattox Court House, 
Va. This virtiudly ended the war of the rebellion. 

April 14. - President Lincoln was assassinated by a man named John 
Wilkes Booth, who was a play-actor in Washington. 

April I $ Abraham Lincoln died of the wounds he received at the 
hands of the assassin of the previous ni^ht 

April i^, — Andrew Johnson, Vice-President, of Tennessee, became 
seventeenth President of the United States, in consequence of Uie death 
of Abraham Lincoln. 

April 16 —Jefferson Davis captured. 

April 26. John Wilkes Booth, the assassin of President Lincoln, was 
shot 

July 7.— Four persons named Harold, Atzerott, Payne, and Mrs. 
Suratt, who were charged with aiding in the assassination of President 
Lincoln, were hanged m Washington. 

1866. 

July I.— The national debt reached its maximum amount — $2,773,- 
^36,173- 

1867 

March 3a Alaska purchased by the United States fipom Russia 
price, $7,000,000. 

1868. 

Mc^ 16. — ^Vote taken in the United States Senate on the impeach- 
ment of Andrew Johnson, Presklent of the United States. Every Senator 
was in his seat. The impeachment failed. 

June I. James Buchanan, of Pennsylvania, ex-President of the 
United States, died, aged 77. 

1869. 

The Pacific Railroad completed. 

March 4 Ulysses Sydney Grant, of Blinois, was inaugurated the 
eighteenth President of the United States. 

October 8. Franklin Pierce, of New Hampshire, ex-President of the 
United States, died, ajg;ed 65. 

December 24. — Edwin M. Stanton, Secretary of War during the rebel - 
lk>n, died in Washington. 

1870. 

Ninth census of the United States. Population, 38,555,983. 

1871. 

The gold product of the country amounted this year to $66,ooo,ooa 
October 9. — Great fire m Chicago. 

1872. 

November i. — Great fire ia Boston. 

1873. 

September 7. The United States received a check from the govern- 
ment of Great Britain for $K,500,ooo in gold, being the amount awarded 
by the mixed Congress at Geneva, Switzerland, on account of what are 
termed the * * Alabama claims. ' ' 

1874. 

March 8. Millard Fillmore, of New York, ex-President of the United ^ 
States, di^, aged 74. ^ 

December 13. King Kalakaua, of the Hawaiian Islands, the first 
monarch that ever visited this country, arrived in New York. 

1875. 

July 31. Andrew Johnson, of Tennessee, ex-President of the United 
States, died, aged 67. 

For the first time in the history of the nation there was not an ex- 
Presklent living. 

October 12. —Three hundred and eighty-third anniversary of the land- 
ing of Christopher Columbus and his fculowers on San Salvador. 

November 2. — Henry Wilson, of Massachusetts, Vice-Preskient of the 
United States, died in Washington. 

1876. 

Our Republic commenced in 1776, 100 years ago, with thirteen States 
and 8 1 5,6 1 j sduare miles of temtorv, which was occupied by about 
3,000,000 of civilized human beings. It has now a population of 43,000,- 
000, who occupy thirty -seven States and nine Territories, which embrace 
over 3,000,000 of square miles. It has 65,000 miles of railroads, more 
than sufficient to reach twice and a half around the globe. The value of 
its agricultural productions is $2,500,000,000, and its gold mines are capa- 
ble of producing $70,000,000 a year. It has over 1,000 cotton factories, 
580 dauy newspapers, 4,300 weeklies, and 625 montiily publicatkms. 
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OF THE 

DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE. 



JOHN HANCOCK wi 



J-tS-iTi.' 



lUieij 



'Ktn he wu left an onhjm. and len yean kler enurecfl the KT-vice «^ hit 
... .,10 opuLeol Bnion merchuit. From whom he aAenrard inheriinl i lu^e tor- 
luDF. In 176a vnitcd Enelud dd ■ buaincii mision, mud whiLv there vitDcacd Ihc 
cennMini of the Sovereign who, * few yein tiler, olTercd 1 rcnnl Ibr hu h»d. 

fantard enjayed, iini&teiTUHedTy, the highest honon within the gift of the people. 
He wu chOKii Pmident of the Conlincnul CoDgros, and hii bold ivniiuie alone 
•ctompmLedlhefirHpublicaiionofiheDedaralion, He died October B. 1J91. 
THOMAS JEFFERSON-TK> aitthoii or thi Dklahatioh or iNDiriNDuin 

pen wu everywhere fel^ and he wu jutlv regnrded u the champion of American 
beedom. He calmly " reaigned hil loiil to bia (kid and hia child to hia c:nintry." Dtt 
the moraing of July 4, iM, is the eighty- foutih yeu of hii age. 

JOHN ADAMS waa bom u Quiocy. Maiaachuietiv October 30. i7jt. From 
fas election to Congndl in 1774. he continued in public life, and a^er lervin^ ai 
Vice-IVeudent dunns the admiaistraliOEd of WaahingtDn. became hit immediate 

laralion of Independence— shatiTtt alike aa they did in the honora of earth and the 
aublimiiy of death— it wai hia additional happineat to wicneti hia vn worthily en' 

•a hia lips, and which were bii lui 



BENJAMIN FRANKLIN waa bom in Boilo 
At an early age the f^re '"l™" '"4 ^'1" 
ac<)iiired a thorough knoiJledge of the buaineaa : 



■.Jan 



anr.?.,-?"* 
the pnni.of 



,1^'. 



I051AH BARTLETT w 



April 17, iJ90,agedBi. 



to devueaplan for the confederation of the Sutcj.'aod wai 

who tigned the Declaration of Independence, on the ad of Augmt. 1776. Upon the 

dccUncd the honor, and continued Pn3ud«,t''rf New'tlampthir^' 10 whic^™' had 

elected the GntGoverain' of thai SUU. Hedied May ig, 1795. aged^iity-iii ycart. 

WILLIAM WHIPPLE wai born al Kiuery. Uaioe, in the year 1730. Hia 

pR^'lhi 



MATTHEW THORNTON w 
»ived a liberal education, and ai 



fint phyiiCL 
Iheafadkui 



oiion 10 principle which haa necurcd laHlog 
Tember aS, 178}, aged fifly-aii yeara. 



I. Ija. In ,7«s I 
il Aaaembly, and 



n of the Provincial Congreashe waachoaen Speaker c 
ran died in 1B03. at the age of eigbty.nioe yeatl. 

SAMUEL ADAMS waa bom io Boston. Mam.. Seplembei 
Mr. Adanu waa choKD a reprcKniatiye for Boston in the Gei 

during the remainder of hii life — near forty yean — occupied poi ,_ _. 

and reiponaibilily. He waa among lh«c who Kcretly matured the plan of proposing 
a General Cfaigreil ; was one of the five delegalea appointed to Uialbody in T774, 

waa aADiially re-elected, fie diet] October 3, 1803, aged eighty-two yeara. 

ROBERT TREAT PAINE._Thil diSinguiafaed patriot waa bom in Boaton, Mu- 
He waa one of the niou luccei^ul uudema of Harvard CdII^. 






r of Revi 



, i:tM boldly aa 



being elected a member of the Pre , .,,.„ 

tinued in the public aervice. He died Id Hay. tAi^, aged ciihty-fbui yeui. 

ELBRIDGE GERRY wubotnin MirUeboid, HwichuKtla, on the I7lh July, 
1744. The Boa of an opulent merchant, he tajoyed all the advanlafea of early cul- 
ture, and wai a dininguiibed fraduaie ot Hamrd Coll^ in I7«i. Active in bit 
rsition 10 the incrcnaing iiuuatice of Great Bribin, he waa elected a member of 
fiiat Pmvincial Cengreia of UuMcbiiKtti, and wai a member of the lanie al the 
dme of the bauk of BDDker Hill— the night preccdinc which he and General Wur- 



Hb death occurred Nov 



_. .._> elected a repnailaiiTe ia the Cenerd AiHaibly. oT whict 
member for nearly Iwenly jrean, and noM ot Ibe time, wilboul a compel 
Speaker. Ia ijji waa cboaa Chief JuHice of the ColonT. Al an early 
boMly oppoaed the abuei of die facme jgcnremment, in wluch. wi 



bohlly Dppoaed the abidei of ue heme jgoverDmokt, m which* we need not aay, he 
waa mote firm than hit iincular appea n ug iiniatiin to Ih* Declaratioa of Indepen- 
dence might indicate, and wnch wan atrributable to a phyaical affliction. Mr. Hop- 
kina died July 19, ijlf, in ^ wreiitr^iflith year oThBaga. 

ERY waa bora U Mnrport. Rbode laland, Dnccmbci aa, ryay. 
V of a canniry he pncned law, and from which he acquired a 
y may btatflod tlH*'elaiBic''BicwTof ihe Declaraiiaa of Inde- 
: moraine >• hia death b* penaed Tully*! OSes, and died with 
on February ij, iSie, in Ac HTeBty-tlunl ycal o( hia age. 



wu one of the committee appointed to draft the Declarstion of Jndependei 

member of the convention which (ramed Ihe conadtiition of the United Slalei. 

rmember''^theI^'iJS'staie.''si™ir " *""' T »3. "TO* "" 

SAMUEL HUNTINGTON was born al Windham, Conoecticul. July a. 173s. 

in the nation. Tn'i?^ hc'^wtu el«t'ed^"ovt™or^^ Ccnne»icu" and continued in 



lected Govi 
WILLIAM WILLIAMS waa bom al Lebanon, Corn 






waa elected a delegate to the General Con^en in t77s. and waa an ardent aupponer 
of the Declarmtioo of Independence. Duniijj the darkest and most trying penod of 
the greatsiniggic, and when the currency or the country had become almoai vatue- 
leia. he at one lime exchanged a targe wm in specie for the same amount of Conti- 
nental money, with which to obtain auppliei for the army. He died August I. igll. 

OLIVER WOLCOTT wai bora at Windsor. Connecticut. November a«, lyafi. 
He entered Vale College at the age of levenleen yean, graduated with the usual 
honors in 1747. and in the same year entered upon the tludy of medicine with a di>- 

cated an independent govennnent. and lived 10 witnets hit counlrymen in the lull 
enjoyment of that for which he had pledged hia honor, hia faTtune. and hii life. Hii 

WILLIAM FLOVD w 



« from 



. Long Island. Decern] 



«rty« 



General Floyd wa» reveral times re-elected to Congress, ap 

gresa. and upon Ihe expiration of the term for which he waa then ch«en, retired 

from active public life. He died August 4. rSai, al Ihe advanced age of S7 yeara 

PHILIP LIVINGSTON was bom at Albany. New York. January ts. 1716. He 

ihe^ru't^ilienu 



Mr. Li 



FRANCIS LEWIS 



'ingslon waa 
lied 10 prepai 



<maion of Long Island by the British, he not only fllflend 
romlhedestr^ction of bis property, but was made lo f^l their 



loved wife. He retired from p 
LEWIS MORRIS was bor 



tired to Ihe quiet and hippine«ofigriculture,iu.d which he continued to enjoy up 
to the close of bi. life. He died in Jinuary, .798, aged sevenlytwo yean. 
RICHARD STOCKTON was bom at Princeton, New Jersey. October i, 11.30. 

^t". "while i^l^^^^c^ Mr. Stockt^wu'al^g'iB'i^t inAue^l'^emb^ 
charactu. He was for a time impriaoned in the cooiaion^aTafAmb^, ^d during 
iS, r7ai, in the lifty-firsl year of hisagc. 

JOHN WITHERSPOON was bora al Vener, Scotland. February j. 171s. After 
pursuing a regular iheoltigical coune of itudj, graduated al Ihe age of iwenly-lwo 
yeara. Deeply aynpaihirin| m the Revolutionary movement, he for a few yeait re- 
tired from ministeiial duties, during which time disdiuuiahed himself aa a patriot and 
""■Iherapoon continued in polilical life until 17B), when he again 
ed calling, and in which he coolinued up to the day of hia deaiih, 
—as alBicted wiib total blindness duriitg Ihe lail two yean of his 

FRANCIS HOFKINSON was bom in Philadelphia, Pennaylvanu, in the year 
r737. Like many other true patriot of his day. he voluotarily surrendered the en- 
all in jeopardy for the Dublic good. He was elected to the General Congieii in 

nefl member*. In Slate aa well as ia National affairm he occupied posiliou of Ihe 
highest respauibillty up to the day of bis death, in May, 1791. aged filty-three yean. 

JOHN HART waabon inNewJcTaey. In common with all ot 
we are unable loiute ihe year with accuracy. He waa among the 
ialelligent farmera of hia Slate, but from the year 1765 boldly denouoctd the aV_. 
' ^ nmenl. and from this lime fcrward devoted his elTorta and poia^ 

of hia country. Mr. Hart waa a member of Iha Erst Cmtinenlal 
' '' - '■ -^ • iofluq^i^ pairiota of ibe 



I. which oc 
10 the Con 



New Jency. Febnury ic, 
ivifc Mr- Clark waa elecKd in 1776 to ih- i~~.n— ~>.l 1 ■~-~— .iA ^~,ri_..Li S. 
the public service up 10 the time of his su 

CUTTcd injime. 1794- He cheerfiilly auScieu mucp pecuniary loa 
lutioo. liB family wa« drtTcsi from their home, and two of hia soi 
Ibalionwi ofihe jeraey prwm-ship. 

ROBERT HORRIS was bora in Lwicaihire, England, in January, 173}. He was 
the finaBoa of Iha Revoludon. enjoyed the especial confidence of Washington, and 
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his name the first that was mentioned upon the fonnation of his cabinet. Upon de- 
clining the position. General Hamilton was decided upon as Secretary of the Trea- 
sufy. Mr. m orris was a prominent member of the convention which framed the 
constitution of the United States, and on ith adoption was chosen a Senator in Con- 
gress. His death occurred. May 8, 1806, in his 73d year. 

BENJAMIN RUSH was bom in Berberry, Pennsylvania, December 34, 1745. 
After studying medicine with Dr. Redman, ot Philadelphia, he visited Europe, at- 
tending there the best hoq>itals and medical institutvoos, and returned home in 1768, 
bevin| with him a diploma conferred oa-him at Edinburgh, and the title " Doctor 
of Medicine. ". He commenced practice in Philadelphia with the greatest success, 
and rapidly gained a world-wide reputation for medical skill. Dr. Rush was elected 
to Congress m 1776, and signed the Declaration. He died on the 19th of April, 1813, 
at the age of sixty-seven years. 

TOHN MORTON, of Swedish descent, was bom near Philadelphia in 17*4. Mr. 
Bunton died in April, 1777* in the fifty-fourth year of his age, near the eve of our 

freat national deliverance. While in Congress the delegation then present from 
^ennsvlvania was equally divided in opinion upon the question of Independence, 
and lor. Morton was called upon to give the casting vote that was to secure the 
unanimous adoption of the Declaration by the colonies. 

GEORGE CLYMER was bora in Philadelphia in 1739. In i75< he was ap- 
pointed by Congress one of the continental treasurers, and in 1776 elected to the 



General Congress, and signed the Declaration. Mr. Clymer was a member of the 
convention for framing a Federal constitution, and was appointed supervisor of the 
revenue for the State of Pennsylvania. In 1796 he aided in negotiating a treaty with 
the Indians in Georgia, which was his last public act. His death occurred on the 
«4th of January, 181 3, aged seventy-four years. 

JAMES SMITH was bom in Ireland in 1730, emigrating to this country when but 
a child. He chose the law for a profession. In the oeginning of our national strug- 
gle he cordially acted with the patriots. He was chosen a delegate to the Pennsyl- 
vania convention in 1775* and afterward became a member of the General Con- 
gress, and signed the Declaration. He died July 11, 1806, at the age of 90 years. 

GEORGE TAYLOR was bom in Ireland in 1716, and came to this country when 
twenty years of age. He was elected to the provincial General Assembly in 1764, 
where he served for five consecutive years. In 1775 he was set-to the Provincial 
Congress, and was appointed on the committee to draw up instructions for the dele- 
gates to the General Congress which convened in May 01 the same year. These in- 
structions prohibited the delegates of Pennsylvania from finvoring a separation from 
the mother country ; but the current of public opinion was so strongly in lavor of 
independence, that in June following the prohibition was removed. His death oc- 
curred, February 23. 1781. 

■ JAMES WILSON was bora in Scotland, and emigrated to this country in 1766. 
His first business was that of a teacher in Philadelphia, and subsequently the legal 
profession became his choice. In 1775 he was chosen a member of the General Con- 
gress and reuined the office until 1777. In 1782 he was chosen again a member of 
Congress and counsellor in the diraculty between Pennsylvania and Connecticut, 
conceming the Wyoming domain. In 1786 he again took his place in Congress, and 
formed one of the convention for drafting a Federal constitution, also of the Pennsyl- 
vania convention of 1788. llie President appointed Mr. Wilscvi in 1789 one of the 
Judges of the Supreme Court. He died August s8, 1798, aged fifty-six yeairs. 

GEORGE kOSS was bom at Newcastle. Delaware, in 1730^ Mr. Ross was 
elected a member of the Pennsylvania Assembly of 1768^ and re-elected for succes- 
sive years. He was chosen to the General Congress m 1774-1777 inclusive, and 
siuned the Declaration on the second of August, 1776. In 1799 Mr. Ross was ap- 



pointed a judge of the Court of Admiralty lor Pennsylvania, in which office he con- 
tinupd to the. close of his life. He enjoyed the unmeasured respect and confidence 
of the people until his death, which event occurred in July, 1780. 

CJESAR RODNEY wa^ bora at Dover, Delaware, in 1730. He was a member 
of the " Stamp Act Congress " of 1765. of the Provincial Assembly in 1760, and 
^;)eaker of the latter imtiT 1774. He took his seat in the General Congress of 1774. 
In 1776 he was re-elected to Congress and appointed Brigadier-General of hb prov- 
ince. In 1777 he was appointed a Judge of the Supreme Court, which honor he 
declined' No Colony was more faiithfuT and devoted to the Revolutionary cause 
than Delaware, and no member of the ever-memorable Congress which adopted the 
Declaration of Independence was more zealous in iu maintenance tham Caesar Rod- 
ney. He suffered many years from a disease of the most fatal character, which 
terminated in 1783. 

GEORGE READ was bora in Marybnd in 1734. of Iriih parentage. At the age 
of twenty-nine Mr. Read was appointed Attomey-General for the " lower counties 
on the Delaware," of Kent Sussex, and Newcastle. In 1771 he was elected to the 
Continental Congress, and in 2775 a member of the General Assembly of Delaware, 
to which office he was re-elected for several successive years. In 177^ he was a 
member of the General Congress, as also in 1775 and 1776. He signed ana earnestly 
maintained the Declaration of Independence. Mr. Read was chosen Chief Justice 
of his native Sute in 1793, which station he continued to occupy up to the autumn 
of 1798. when a sudden ulness closed his useful life. 

THOMAS McKEAN was bom in New London. Pennsylvania, in 1734. In 1757 
was admitted to practise in the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania, and was Clerk of 
the House of Assembly of Delaware. Hii more patriotic career includes his action 
in the Stamp Act Congress of 176^ the General Congress of 1774-1783, and his sign- 
ing the Declaration of 1776. He was elected Cmef Justice of Pennsylvania for 
twenty successive years, and Governor of the State for three terms oi nine years. 
He died June 34. 1817, aged eighty-four years. 

SAMUEL CHASE was bom in Somerset County* Maryland, April 17, 1741. At 
the early age of twenty years Mr. Chase was chosen a member of the Provincial 
Assembly, and in 1774 was elected as a delegate to the Continental Congress, be- 
sides actmg on the '* Committee of Corre^Kmdence " in his Colony. In 1776 Mr. 
Chase was appointed one of a committee with Franklin and Carroll to go on a mis* 
sion to Canada for the purpose of effecting a concurrence of that province with the 
action of other English colonies. In 1790 Mr. Chase was chosen by Washington a 
Judge of the Supreme Court of the United States, which office he held for fifteen 
years. He diea June 19, i8iz. 

THOMAS STONE was bora at Pointoin Manor, Maryland, in 1743. His atten- 
tion was early directed to the American cause, and he consented to serve in the 
General Congress of 2774 and 1775. He not only signed the Declaration but aided 
in framing the Articles of Confederation (adopt^ in 1777)* and in advocating their 
justice. Mr. Stone was an influential member of Congress (and once its President), 
until 1785, when he retired to his home. Port Tobacco, where he died, aged ibrty- 
five years, on the sth of October, 1787. 

WILLIAM PACA was bom at Wve Hall, Maryland, in 17^ By kit patriotic 
conduct in the Revolutionary period he gained a wide p<^ulanty with the people, 
who elected him to the Contuiental Coi^ress of 1774-1778, advanced him to a Cbief 
Justiceship of the U. S. Supreme Court m 1778, and to tne Chief Judiciary in Mary. 
land. These duties he ably discharged, when in 178a he was i^ipointed Governor of 
Maryland. After a service of one year in this capacity, he retted to private life, 
and died in 1799, aged sixty years. 

CHARLES CARROLL, or Carkollton, one of the most prominent Revolu- 
tionary patriots, was of Irish descent, and bom September ao, 173^. When eight 
years old be entered thejesuit College of St. Omcr, where be reauuned until i7sx. 
Thence he was sent to iCheims, where he spent a year, and to the College of Louis 
le Grand, from which he graduated in 1754. He began the study of law at Bourges, 



and pursued thb branch of study at Puis and London. After eight years' residence 
in London he returned to Marvland, immediately espousing, on his arrival, the 
cause of the colonies. Mr. CarroU passed the last thirty years of his life in most 
happy retirement, and on the X4th day of November, 1833. calmly passed from earth. 

GEORGE WYTHE was bom in Elizabeth County. Virginia, in 1706. After en- 
joying good educational privil«(es, he entered upon die practice of law in 1757, at- 
taming a hich repuuiion for legal ability. Mr. Wythe was a member for some 
time of the House of Burgesses in Virginia, and co-operated in that Assembly with 
Patrick Henry and others in their "godlike" action in behalf of freedom. In 1775 
he was elected to the General Congress, in 1786 to the National Convention for 
framing a constitution, and subsequently served two terms in the United Sutes Sen- 
ate. He died Jime 8. 1806. aged eighty -one years. 

RICHARD HENRY LEE was bom in Westmoreland County, Virginia. Jan- 
uary 30, 1733. Mr. Lee was a delegate to the Congress of 1776, andyfr«/ mtroduced 
a resolution for a separation from the mother country. As a member of Congress he 
was most actively employed, being placed on the most important committees and 
appointed to various offices. On his retirement from his seat in Congress, in 1784. 
^the thanics of the House were publicly offered him " for the faithful services he had 
rendered his country." He was appointed the first U. S. Senator of Virginia imder 
the new constitution. His death occurred June 19, 2794. 

BENJAMIN HARRISON was bora at Berkley, Virginia, but the day of his 
birth is not certainlv known. Mr. Harrison was one of the delegates from Virginia 
to the Continental Congress of 1774, and signed the Declaration on the second of 
August, 1776. In 178a he was elected Govemor of Virginia, and after serving thus 
for two terms, he retired to private life. Being called again to the speakerviip of 
the House of Burgesses, he resumed that office once more, and also the Govemor's 
chair in 1791. He died during the same week, in April, 1791. 

THOMAS NELSON. Jr., was bom in Yorktown. Virginia, December a6. 1738. 
Mr. Nelson succeeded Jefferson as Govemor of Virginia, and in the si<^e of York- 
town headed a body of^militia and bombarded even his own mansion, in which the 
British officers were then domiciled. On January 4, 1789. he died, aged fifty years. 

FRANCIS LIGHTFOOT LEE was bora in Westmoreland County, Virginia, 
October 14, 17^. He was educated under the direction of a Scottish clergvman, 
the Rev Dr. Craig, and attained a noble dUtinction as a scholar. Inspired with 
patriotic views he was early called into public life, and in 176^ was elected to the 
Virginia House of Burgesses. He continued in the same until 177a. when he re- 



moved to Richmond. He represented that county in the House unul 1775, when he 
was elected to the Continental Congress. In 1779 he resigned that office and re- 



turaed to his home. His public career was not distinguished for anything but its 
exemplary industry, sound judgment, and unwavering principle. He died m April. 
1797* aged sixty-three years. 

CARTER BRAXTON was bora at Newington, Virginia, September xo, 1736 
He was a member of the Virginia Convention, and in 1769 one of Uie " eighty-nine" 
who recommended, on the dissolution of that assembly, a convention of the people a^ 
Williamsbuigh. This convention met and elected delegates to the Continental Con- 
gress, of whom Mr. Braxton was one. He also succeeded Peyton Randolph in Con- 
gress in 1775. and signed the Declaration ihe next term. He died October 10, 1797. 

WILLIAM HOOPER was bora in Boston. Massachusetts, June 17, 1743. In 
1773 h^ w** elected to the Provincial Assembly ot North Carolina, ana in 1774 to 
the Continental Congress. He was re-elected in 1775 and 1776; in the latter year 
signing the Declaration. He died in October, 1790, aged forty-eight years. 

JOSEPH HEWES, of Quaker parentage, was bora in Kingston. N. J., in 1730. 
In 1763 he was elected to the Legislature of North Carolina, and re-elected for suc- 
cessive terms. He was foremost in calling a convention of the Co4ony for electmg 
delegates to a General Congress, was chosen a representative in that body, and was 
a prominent member on the committee for drawing up the Declaration of Rights. 
He was re-elected to Congress in 1775 and 1776, voting for and signing the Declara- 
tion of Independence. He died November to, 1779, in the fifUeth year of his age. 

JOHN PENN was bora in Carolina County. Va., May 17, 1741. His early edu- 
cation was of a meagre sort, and not until he was eighteen years of age did he enjoy 
the privilege of study In 1774 he removed to North Carolina, and in 1775 was 
elected a delegate to the Continental Congress, where he remained three successive 
yean, signed the Declaration, and was very influential as a member. His death 
occurred in September, 2788. 

EDWARD RUTLEDGE was bora in Charieston, S. C, Nov., 17^. At the age 
of 35 he was elected to the Continental Congress. He was assocusted with Richard 
Henry Lee and John Adams in preparing a prefatory preamble and recommendation 
of Congress to the Colonies to form permanent goveraments, and also affixed his 



signature to the Declaraftion. Mr. Rutledge took up arms 1779, ^^^ ^^ y^'^ follow- 
ing headed a corps of artillery. In 1794 he was elected to the United States Senate, 
and in 1798 Goveraor of hb native State. He died on the 83d of January, 1809. 

THOMAS HAYWARD was bora in Sl Luke's Parish, S. C, in i7|6. In 1775 
was elected to the General Congress, and while a member sigped the Declaration. 
In 1778 he left Congress and accepted the appointment of judge (^ the criminal 
and civil courts of South Carolina. While judge he held a mintary commissioo, 
and was a chief actor in the skirmish at Beaufort in 1780. His death occurred in 
1809, aged 63 years. 

THOMAS LYNCH, Jr., was bom in Prince George's Parish. S. C, August ^ 
1749. The people, impressed by his devoted patriotism, elected him to many civU 
offices (^ trust, and in 1775 offered him a captam's commission in the first provincial 
regiment ; the following year succeeded his father in the General Congress, and 
signed the Declaration. He remained but a short time in Congress, and soon after 
sailed for the West Indies. The vessel in which he sailed foundered at sea, and all 
on board perished. 

ARTHUR MIDDLETON was bom at Middleton Place, S. C, in 1743. In 1775 
was appointed on the " Committee of Safety " in his State ; in 1776 on a committee 
to form a goverament for South Carolina, and the same year elected to the General 
Congress at Philadelphia. He continued in Congress until 1777, and was elected 
Govemor of South Carolina the next year. To the close of 1787 he repr esented his 
county in the State Legislature, and died January i, 1788, aged 45 years. 

BUTTON GWINNETT was bom in EngUud, in 173a. In 1770 he emigrated to 
South Carolina, and in 177s to Georgia. In 1775 and again in 1776 he was dected 
to Congress, and signed the Declaration. Mr. Gwinnett upired to the office of 
brigadier-general, but was defeated. The result was an ahenation between CoL 
Mcintosh, his rival, and himself. Mr. Gwinnett finally challenged his rivaL The 
parties met ; both were wounded, and Mr. Gwinnett mortally. Ihus died ^ sub- 
ject of this sketch at the age (^ 45, in the vigor of his manhood and usefulness. 

LYMAN HALL was bora in Connecticut in 1731. The peoi^e of the parish of 
St. John in 1775 elected him a del^ate to the General Congress. Altho«vn not aa 
accredited delegate of a Colony, he to<^ his seat, with the unanimous vote of Con- 
gress He contmued most of the time in Congress until 1783, when he was elected 
Govemor of hb State. His death occurred the year following. 

GEORGE WALTON was bom in Frederick County, Viiginia, in 17401 la 
S776 he was elected a member <^ the General Congress. In 1778 ha returned to 
Geoicia and became colonel of a regiment. He entered the battalion of Gen- 
eral Howe, at Savannah, at the time of its siege, and was taken prisoner, but soon 
afier released. In 1779 he was chosen Goveraor of his State, and m 1780 elected to 
Congress. After a few months' sta^ he returned to Georgia, was a0sin dected in 
Goveraor, and in 1798 Senator in Congress. His death occurred February a, 1814. 
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